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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on May 19, 
2003 has been entered. 

Status of the Claims 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-11 and 44 in the 
Response to Restriction Requirement filed May 24, 2003. 

Claims 5, 6 and 44 have been cancelled by the Amendment filed May 19, 2004. 
Claims 12-43 stand withdrawn from further consideration as being drawn to 
norielected inventions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Beggiao (US 6,499,892) in view of Van de Ven et al. (US 5,414,974). 

Beggiao discloses a method for assembling a photofinishing order from a 
customer including the steps of: associating a customer order identification with the 
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photofinishing order using a pallet (510) (column 13, line 64-column 14, line 2); 

» 

automatically dispensing at least one first component (cut prints) onto a first conveyors 
(640) to form an order group based on the customer order identification via processing 
information of the photofinishing order on the first conveyor; conveying the order group 
to a second conveyor (500) and depositing the group of prints onto the pallet (510) on the 
second conveyor (500) (column 14, lines 5-10); automatically dispensing an additional 
item such as CDs, advertisement materials, index prints, etc. from a dispenser (645) onto 
the pallet (510) on the second conveyor (500) (column 15, lines 9-1 1) to create an 
assembled product group; and conveying the assembled product group to an automatic 
packaging machine (column 14, lines 10-16). The method of Beggiao meets all of 
applicant's claimed subject matter but lacks the specific teaching of shrink wrapping the 
assembled product group. 

However, Van de Ven discloses a method of assembling a group of printed 
documents wherein the assembled group of documents is shrink wrapped through a heat 
tunnel (30) in order to maintain the group of documents in an integral bundle or package. 

It would have been obvious to a person with an ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the method of Beggiao by having 
provided a step of shrink wrapping through a heat tunnel as the packaging step, as taught 
by Van de Ven, in order to maintain the assembled product group in an integral bundle 
prior to shipping to a photo shop or to the customer. 

With respect to claim 7, Beggiao discloses an embodiment of Figure 4 wherein a 
plurality of the first type of component such as wallet, negative film web, cut prints, etc. 
being dispensed at different points along a conveyor (550) to form an assembled product 
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group prior to transfer the assembled product group to a second conveyor for further 
processing. It would have been obvious to an ordinary skilled person in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the method of Beggiao by having 
provided a plurality of dispensers along the first conveyor, as taught by Beggiao, in order 
to form an assembled product group prior to transfer the assembled product group to a 
second conveyor for further processing. 

With respect to claims 8-10, Beggiao discloses an embodiment of Figure 4 
wherein a plurality of the first type of component such as wallet, negative film web 
including APS negative package since APS is widely used at the time of the invention, 
cut prints, etc. being dispensed onto a first conveyor (550) but does not disclose the exact 
order of the dispensed items; however, the order in which the first type of component are 
dispensed is obvious to an ordinary skilled person in the as a matter of engineering choice 
since it does not solve any stated problem insofar as the record is concerned and thus 
does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention over the applied prior art. The 
method of Beggiao meets all of applicant's claimed subject matter but lacks the specific 
teaching of a step of banding the cut prints; however, banding the cut prints is well 
known in the art as a common knowledge in order to keep the individual prints together 
and to reinforce the prints themselves; therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
ordinary skilled person in the art, at the time the invention was made, to have modified 
the method of Beggiao by having provided the step of banding the cut prints in order to 
keep the individual prints together and to reinforce the prints themselves from being 
damaged during the handling process. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed May 19, 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 1, applicant contends that Van de Ven does not teach shrink 
wrapping in the environment of the present invention where the multiple types of 
photo finishing products including photographic products are shrink wrapped to form an 
assembled product group. This is not found persuasive because Van de Ven teaches a 
method of shrink wrapping a group of printed products to form a bundle or package of 
printed products. Technology has allowed photographic products to be digitally 
processed and printed; thus, photographic products are also considered to be printed 
products. Therefore, the shrink wrapping method of Van de Ven is considered to be in 
the same environment of packaging photographic products. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Louis K. Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5694. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9:30AM to 5:00PM. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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8. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 02, 2004 



Louis K. Huynh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 



